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 TELEPHONE 
DIRECTORY 

 

TITLE EXTENSION NUMBER EXTENTION 
   
Library  Mrs. Woods 3013 
Preschool  Mrs. Getz 3002 
ECS/Grade 1  Mrs. Robertson 3017 
REAL Prog. 
Coordinator  

 Mrs. Machell 3019 

REAL Prog.  
Success Coach 

  Mrs. R.  Smigelski 3019 

Grade 2/3  Mrs. Cox 3018 
Grade 4/5  Mr. Meekins 3021 
Grade 6  Mrs. Berg 3022 
Grade 7  Mrs. Coates 3003 
Grade 8   Miss Chmilar 3006 
Grade 9   Mrs. Senkiw 3023 
Gym Office  Mr. Simmons 3009 
Music Room   Mr. Orr 3004 
Classroom Support  Mrs. D. Smigelski     3016 
Gr. 6 & Drama  Mrs. Beynon 3020 
Ed. Assistant Mrs. Stammers  
Ed. Assistant Mrs. Molzan  
Ed. Assistant  Mr. Beynon 3015 
Ed. Assistant Mrs. Riehl  
Ed. Assistant Mrs. Evens  
Secretary  Mrs. Peterson 3000 
Principal  Mr. Duchscherer 3001 

Parent/Teacher Interviews 
October 18 and 20th. 

Grade 6-9 drop in basis: 
5:00 – 7:00pm 
Grade K-3 Schedules will be 
going home.  
Grade 4/5 will have 
interviews on October 11th 
and 13th  

 
 

School Picture 
Retake Day 
October 13th 

Free if student was absent on the original 
photo day or if there was a technical error 
$5.00 sitting fee if reason was beyond the 

control of the photographers 

Resiliency Drama Residency 
Performance at OPS 

Friday, October7, at 1:30pm 
Students from grades 1-9  

will be showcasing their week’s work!! 
 

Also view the art show in the entryway 
 

http://www.oyenschool.com/


From the Principal’s Desk 
 

 
 The staff and students of OPS were busy this week working with the Drama Residency 
that is visiting our school.  The following is a list of projects the students were working on this 
week: 
Grade 1- The Little Engine That Could 
Grade 2/3- Honk (based on the Ugly Duckling) 
Grade 4/5- King of the Playground (dealing with a bully) 
Grade 6- Wheel of Resiliency (game show) 
Grades 7/8/9- These students are working on resiliency in sports and dance, peer pressure, and 
how to cope when something bad happens.   
 Performances start at 1:30 PM in the gym and all parents, grandparents, and interested 
citizens are welcome to attend.  Thank you to the REAL program for funding the Drama 
Residency for the students of OPS. 
 Hopefully by now all parents have had a chance to look at the Inclusive Education 
Planning Tool (IEPT) Student: What works for me sheets that were sent home by Mrs. Deanne 
Smigelski.  The questions are designed to allow parents to have feedback to assist the school 
when building individualized profiles for students.  If you have any questions feel free to talk to 
Mrs. Smigelski or Mr. Duchscherer.  If the forms could be returned by Friday, October 14 to the 
homeroom teachers it would be greatly appreciated. 
 Parent teacher interviews are quickly approaching on October 18 and October 20.  This 
communication process between teachers and parents is very valuable in helping to create the 
most effective learning environment for your son or daughter.  Schedules will be coming home 
shortly.  
 The results from last year’s Provincial Achievement Tests have been released.   If your 
son or daughter last year was in grades 3, 6, or 9 their individual results will be coming home in 
the mail soon.  The results of the school will be discussed at the next parent council meeting on 
November 7.   
 Congratulations to our cross country runners for their great effort and dedication to the 
cross country team.  The results of the Acadia divisional meet were as follows: 
Grade 4 girls-  Mackenzie Duchscherer- 1st place 
Grade 5 boys-  Triston Duchscherer- 2nd place 
Grade 6 boys-  Elijah Vanstone- 6th place 
Midget boys-  Nicholas Scory- 2nd place 
             Jordan Symes- 4th place 
                        Reid Walker- 5th place 
Juvenile boys-  Keelan Coates- 2nd place 
 The team and school would like to thank Mr. Meekins, Mrs. Berg, and Mrs. Smigelski for 
coaching them this year.  
 
Yours In Education, 
 
Mr. Jason Duchscherer 
 

Happy Thanksgiving!  

Have a great long weekend  



  The REAL Deal    
I can’t believe another two weeks have gone by!  There is a lot to talk about… 
First of all, did you know that October is International Walk to School Month?  Check out 
the site: saferoutestoschool.ca/.  I know it is virtually impossible for bus students to walk 
to school, but town kids certainly can!  Tysan is going to be keeping track of the number 
of days x the number of kids that walk to school this month.  Children’s names will be 
put on footprints.  Let’s see if we can have these footprints circumnavigate the school 
walls! 
 
This week is “Mental Illness Awareness Week”.  Check out the site: miaw.ca/.  As we 
are busy with other activities this week, it won’t be a focus of any of our activities. 
 
WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY  is October 11.  Check out the site:  wfmh.org/.  You 
may wish to check out the youth forum from 9:00 to 10:30 on October 10 (note that – 
the 10th, not the 11th).  This is an online global conference, hosted by TakingITGlobal 
and The Centre for Global Education, and will be the culminating event to weeks of 
virtual collaboration on their interactive web page where students have had the 
opportunity to share their thoughts and research while receiving feedback from 
researchers and graduate students through secure discussion board and blogs.  
Students from North, Central, and South America will be participating in this 
videoconference.  It can be viewed by live streaming at: 
www.livestream.com/globalencounters. 
 
Our drama residency is in full swing!  Alyson has been working with all of the classes 
from grade one to nine.  She is very energetic, and has the students actively involved.  
Be sure to check out the performance this Friday afternoon at 1:30 pm.  All parents and 
community members are invited.  Come and see the different portrayals of “Resiliency”. 
 
This week is ALSO National Family Week.  This year’s theme is “Turning Your Family’s 
Values into Action”.  Some of the classes have been working on Art projects related to 
this.  They will be on display in the entryway of the school on Friday.  Take a look at 
them before and after the drama performance. 
 
The Junior High Leadership option now has several projects to work on:  BLAST (non-
smoking promotion), which will run all year, the elementary GEMS program (students in 
charge will be changing each month), hot lunches (again, students will change each 
month), and Focus Groups (this month’s topic is encouraging use of the FCSS 
Community Centre by children and youth of all school ages).  Unfortunately, only one 
student was interested in working on “Halloween for the Hungry”.  Angela Symes and 
Marie Pedersen, along with Roxanne and the FCSS will be organizing this.  Any and all 
junior high and high school students are welcome to participate!  Be ready with non-
perishables for the Food Bank on Halloween night.  If you won’t be around, these can 
be dropped off at OPS, SCHS, or the FCSS Community Centre ahead of time.  World 

http://www.livestream.com/globalencounters


Food Day is October 16th, so this is an excellent project to end October (also in the 
theme of “Thanks and Giving”). 
  
Yesterday was WORLD TEACHER’S DAY!  Check out the OPS website for information 
on how to send a teacher an e-card.  I’m sure it isn’t too late!  The REAL Project 
sponsored lunch for the staff on Thursday, and supervision was arranged by Angela 
Symes. 
FRIENDS classes were to begin this week, but with school pictures, and the drama 
residency, this was kind of “hit and miss”.  Next week… 
The Regional Suicide Prevention Council has been developing a Facebook page, 
entitled My Safebook.  Try googling it at home (blocked at school).  They are very 
interested in hearing feedback from youth. 
 
Enjoy your Thanksgiving weekend.  Don’t forget to think about all the things you’re 
thankful for – it’s good for your mental health! 
 
REALly yours,   
 Patti Machell  
____________________________________________________________ 

Teen Yoga (Ages 12-17) 

Wednesdays, November 2-30 
6:15 - 6:45pm 
$30 
 
Kids Yoga (ages 4 - 11) 
 
Thursdays, Oct.  27-Nov. 24 
3:30 - 4:00pm 
$30 
Please contact Michelle @ 664-2939 

 

  
Influenza Clinics 2011 

 
Acadia Valley:  Wed, Nov 2, 10am – 3pm 
 
Cereal:  Tuesday, October 25, 1pm – 4pm 
 
Oyen:   Wednesday, October 19, 9am – 3pm 
 Monday, October 24, 12noon – 6pm 
 Tuesday, November 1, 9am – 3pm 
 Monday, November 7, 12noon – 6pm  
 

Bring your Health Care Card 

Birthdays Wishes 
 
 
October 3 Xander Coates 
October 3 Mrs. D. Smigelski 
October 10 Cayden Dumanowski 
October 11 Megan Harrison 
October 13  Kayla McCarroll 
October 14 Storie Heath 
October 14 Austin Stark 
October 19 Brooke Robertson 
October 20 Kaitlyn MacClean 
October 23 Dylan James 
October 24 Vincent Loyola 
October 26 Cortney Smigelski 
October 27 Jordan Symes 
October 31 Caraann Rathje 



Junior high Girl’s Volleyball 
On the weekend of September 23/24 we traveled to Red Deer Lake, Calgary (located 
west of Spruce Meadows. Our first game was a the third academy Vs Rundle. The 
results were not great; 7-25, 13-25. Our goal throughout the tournament was to play 
better each game, and we did.  

Our second game was at the beautiful Red Deer Lake School. We played Heritage 
Christian. We won our first game 25 -17, and lost our second game 19 – 25. Winning 
the match in the points for and against formula.  

On Saturday, we played again at the Red Deer Lake School against the home team. 
We played as well as we could play at this time and came up short losing 12-25, 10 – 
25. Overall in our pool we placed 3rd and had to play against the 2nd place team in the 
other pool which happened to be Heritage Heights. Our girls played with a lot of heart 
only to lose 20 – 25, and 23 – 25. Overall we did improve as our day went on. Thank 
you to our drivers Mrs. Hauck, Mrs. Cartwright, and to Mrs. Heath who came later on in 
the day. A huge thank you to Mr. and Mrs. Beynon for bringing extra uniforms. Our #7 
forgot hers.  

On Saturday, October 1st, our girls traveled to Three Hills to participate in a one day 
tournament. In the first match we played Saint Anthony’s from Drumheller. We won our 
first game 25 – 6, lost our second game 29 – 31. We still won the match in points for and 
against. Our second match was against Bassano. We lost both games 23-25.This put us 
second in our pool. So we played Webber Academy in our playoff match. We lost two very 
close games 23-25, 21 – 25. Somehow we got another match to play which was Saint 
Anthony’s once again. We won the best of three in two games 25-14, 25-19. A big thank 
you goes out to Mrs. Dick for driving the bus. The remaining mini Tournament days at 
SCHS are on October 17th and November 4th.  

 
Oyen and District Curling Club 

Will be hosting a 2 day 
Curling Clinic for all ages 

End of October or first week of November 

Students  - 3:30 - 5:00pm 
Adults   - 7:00 – 9:00pm 

Tom Carroll will be the instructor 
Fee: students - $10   adults - $20 

Contact Sharon Berg @ 403-664-2917  



INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL RENTAL 
 
Textbook Rental Fees are due September 30.  
 
Please make cheques payable to:  Oyen Public School General Fund 
     (Payment plan available) 
 

School Fees for Year 2011-2012 
FEES 

 
ECS 

Grade 

1-3 

Grade 

4-6 

Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 

Instructional Material 
Rental 

 
$40.00 

 
$ 45.00 

 
$ 45.00 

 
$65.00 

 
$65.00 

 
$65.00 

Field Trip Fee - 
$10/student 

 
5.00 

 
10.00 

 
10.00 

 
10.00 

 
10.00 

 
10.00 

Shop/Home Ec.      25.00 
       
TOTAL PAYABLE $45.00 $55.00 $55.00 $75.00 $75.00 $100.00 
PLEASE NOTE – The cost of modules for the High School (Gr. 9 Shop and Home Ec.)  
                             has increased to $25.00  
 
Students in grades 5-9 who are issued a combination lock will be charged a $5 fee if it 
is not returned at the end of the year. 
 
Students in Grades K-6 who are given a daily planner will be charged $5 for a 
replacement if the planner is lost throughout the year.  
 

Boys’ Volleyball        
Coach – Fred Beynon 
Manager/Teacher Supervisor – Nicky Beynon 
 
The season is moving along very quickly.  The boys have been 
putting a great effort in during practices which has resulted in awesome 
improvement in play over time.  At the Red Deer Lake tournament they 
played their best against one of the top teams!  They won 4 sets  at the Three Hills 
tournament.  They really came together during league play against NBS and WPS 
and won quite a few sets.  They are looking forward to another league tournament 
on Monday, October 17th and Divisionals on Friday, November 4th.  Both tourneys 
will be played at SCHS starting at 3:30pm. 
Thank you so much to the parents who have driven for tournaments and helped in 
so many ways with supervision when we have been away.  Special thanks to the 
parents who organized the concession and especially Shari M and Brooke who 
worked at it for most of the tourney. 
Thank you to Mr. Simmons and Mr. Shields for arranging the local tournaments 
and to the SCHS students for officiating.   



 

  



Junior High Magazine Campaign  
 
Thank you to everyone who bought, sold and campaigned for our Magazine Campaign! 
It was a huge success this year and without everybody's help we could not have done it! 
 
Big Winners this year were: 
 
Jenna Sullivan- Jumbo Piano Keyboard Mat 
Dawson Dick- Giant gum ball machine 
Tysan Marshall- Remote controlled cooler 
Lyndsey Hogan- Picked the $50 lucky gum 
Dylan Berg- Picked the $100 lucky gum 
 
Top Sellers got a Subway lunch! Each of the following sold 20 subscriptions! 
Nathan Ball (Gr. 9), Tanya Dick (Gr. 9), Storie Heath (Gr. 8) and Brooke Robertson (Gr. 
8) 
 
The Grade 7's and 8's were the top selling class selling a whopping 215 subscriptions!  
They recevied an ice cream party for their efforts! 
 
This year 82 subscriptions were sold online, a record! If you are still interested in 
ordering online, you can do this throughout the year and profits will still go to our school.  
The website is www.ccrp.ca and our school code is AB554. 
 
Overall, our students sold 385 magazine subscriptions which brought in over $4400 
towards our Students Union! 
 
Excellent Job everyone! 
 
Once again thank you to friends, family and members of the community for their 
continued support! 
 
 
Oyen Public Students Union. 
 
 
 
 
 
  Book Fair Time 

Hello, all you avid readers. It's Scholastic Book Fair Time 
again at Oyen Public School. Come have a look at all the 
great books, there is something for all ages and interests to 
enjoy. The book fair runs from October the 13th to 
October the 20. Come and put your name in for the family 
draw of $25 worth of books. A percentage of all books sold 
goes towards new books for our school library 
Look forward to seeing you at the fair. 



  



October 2011 

 

 
SUNDAY 

 
MONDAY 

 

 
TUESDAY 

 
WEDNESDAY 

 
THURSDAY 

 
FRIDAY 

 
SATURDAY 

      
 

1 
Boys and 
Girls VB 
Three Hills 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
       VB 
Tournament 
High School 
 
 
 

4 
 Girls VB 

Practice 
3:30 

 
Picture Day 

5 
Boys VB 
Practice 

3:30 
World 

Teacher 
Day 
Cross 

Country Run 

6 
Girls VB 
Game in  
Marengo 

 
 

7 
Hotdog 

Day 
$1.50 each 
 
 
 DRAMA PERFORMANCE 

8 
 
 

 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
NO SCHOOL 
 

 
 
 
 

 

11 
Girls VB 
Practice 

3:30 
  

 
 

 

12 
Boys VB 
Practice 

3:30 
 

Subway 
Forms are 

Due 
 

13 
Girls VB 
Practice 

3:30 
 

14 
 

Subway 
Lunch 

 

15 
 

 

16 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
VB 

Tournament 
High School 

 

18 
Girls VB 
Practice 

3:30 
Parent 

Teacher 
Interviews 

19 
Boys VB 
Practice 

3:30 
 
 
 

20 
Girls VB 
Practice 

3:30 
Parent 

Teacher 
Interviews 

21 
 

School 
Council Hot 

Lunch 

22 

 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 

24 
School 

Improvement 
Day 

 
NO SCHOOL 

25 
Girls VB 

Practice 3:30 

26 
Boys VB 
Practice 

3:30 
 

27 
Girls VB 
Practice 

3:30 
 
 

28 
Hotdog Day 

29 

30 31 
 
 
 

     



   
OYEN PUBLIC SCHOOL 
            Box 479, Oyen AB, TOJ 2JO      
    Ph: 403-664-3733  Fax:  403-664-2082 

 
 
 
 
 

 
RE:  COLLABORATIVE SUPPORT TO STUDENTS 

 
 
October 4, 2011 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 
 
Throughout the year, professionals (including a Speech Language Pathologist, an Occupational 
Therapist, a Behavior Consultant, and a Psychologist) may visit the school to assess the needs of 
the classroom.  They will be observing the students’ work, interacting with students and collecting 
data.  This data will be used to work collectively with teachers to create a plan for supporting all 
students in classrooms.  The teacher will share any results that may impact your child and consult 
with you should follow-up (such as a recommendation for a referral for specialized assessment) be 
suggested. 
 
 
 
Please feel free to contact me, should you have any questions or concerns. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Jason Duchscherer 
Principal 
Oyen Public School 
jason.duchscherer@prrd.ab.ca 
403-664-3733     EXT.3001 
 
  

mailto:jason.duchscherer@prrd.ab.ca


 
  



 



 



 


