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From the Principal’s Desk 

 What an amazing, awesome, and eye opening week we have experienced in OPS.  The junior 
high students have been working with Dwayne Peace and the Dare to Care program.  It started on 
Tuesday morning with a three hour assembly for all students in the junior high.  Mr. Peace went through 
choices all of us have in life.  He let all the students know it is their option whether they make a good 
choice or a bad choice.  He then let the students know they all now have the knowledge to make good 
choices, and it is now up to them.  Some topics discussed in the assembly were bullying, hazing, alcohol, 
drugs, and responsibilities.  All students then had a chance to participate in the small group sessions of 24 
students or less.  One group went in the afternoon on Tuesday, the second group went on Wednesday 
morning, and the third group went Wednesday afternoon.  Thursday morning then had Mr. Peace working 
with 30 junior high students to show them how they can keep the positive messages going.  As well, he 
showed them how they can deal with the bullies in school.   
 Tuesday night Mr. Peace ran a parent session which was very well attended.  We had 35 parents 
show up to the assembly.  He went through part of his presentation he does with the students, then added 
in some parenting tips.  If you enjoyed the presentation or your son or daughter enjoyed the presentation 
please make sure to thank the Oyen FCSS as they sponsored the event.  Without them we would not have 
been able to make this happen.   
 The elementary grades (K-6) were also treated last week to a magic show on respect.  Former 
teacher, principal, and now professional magician, Steve Harmer, was here to entertain and teach our 
students about the importance of respect, and how we can all be respectful. It was an awesome show and 
many students were thrilled when he changed a bird into a rabbit.   
 The staff and students at OPS would like to welcome Mrs. Brenda Sanderson to the school as a 
teachers’ aide.  We are very excited about having Mrs. Sanderson in our building to work with our 
students. 
 I was able to peek in on a couple of Christmas concert practices last week and it looks like it is 
going to be an awesome show this year.  Remember we will be having two shows on December 15 with 
the first one at 1:00 PM and the second show at 7:00 PM.  The junior high band will be playing as well as 
some of Mr. and Mrs. Orr’s students.   
 Mrs. Diakow and Mrs. Robertson have been working with the book club and the junior high 
students have wrapped up “The Boy in the Stripped Pajamas.”  The students had many good 
conversations around the book.  The grade 4-6 students are reading “The Devil’s Arithmetic” and they 
will have this completed shortly.  The grade 1-3 students are reading “When Santa Fell to Earth” and they 
will be finished their story before Christmas.   
 Mrs. Polk has been working hard with the safety patrollers, and the majority of students have now 
said their pledges.  Thank you goes out to the grade 5 and 6 students who are volunteering to keep OPS 
students safe crossing the street.   
 I would like to end with some acknowledgement of local groups who have donated to the school.  
To the Chinook and District Community Club for their much needed donation to the band.  Also to the 
Lion’s Club for their generous donation to the band. 
 
Yours in Education, 
 
 
Jason Duchscherer 

 

  



MACHELL’S MIROR 
 It’s December already!  The hectic Christmas season is upon us.  The 
children made their Christmas draw on Wednesday, and practice for the 

Christmas Concert is gearing up more with each passing day.  Zero the Hero, 
and sidekick Decimal Dot made another visit on Monday, November 30, for the 

60th day of school.  Before we know it, the year will be half complete! 
 We continue to work with magnets, and have learned that iron and nickel are metals that 
are attracted to magnets.  As steel contains iron, it is attracted as well.  We have also learned 
some of the uses of magnets, and that like poles on magnets repel, and unlike poles attract.  The 
children used their experience with the balloon on a bottle to correctly predict that a balloon 
placed in the refrigerator would get smaller.  They also watched cold coloured water sink to the 
bottom of a jar of hot water, and then rise to the top after it warmed.  We have learned that both 
hot air and hot liquids rise when heated and sink when cooled. 
 In “Mr. Popper’s Penguins”, the penguin Captain Cook has created some problems for 
the Poppers.  Lately it has been gathering up small objects around the house, and making a nest 
with them in the refrigerator.  Mr. Popper took it for a walk, and it caused quite a stir! 
 In Math, we continue to look at measurement.  In general, we found, with a couple of 
exceptions, the children to be 6 of their feet tall, and 9 of their hands.  The children compared the 
circumference of their head (using yarn) with that of a balloon we used for an experiment.  They 
also compared it with the length of their arm from shoulder to wrist.  Many found their heads to 
be the same, or very close to the same as their arm length..  The children compared their head 
size with that of other children, finding someone with a longer and shorter length of yarn.  They 
also saw how many of their head circumferences it took to make up their height.  This turned out 
to be two and some for all.  Right now, they are working with five different lengths of “woolly 
worms” which they have made and ordered by length. 
 Our Student of the Week last week was Quinell.  Quinell describes herself as having a 
good sense of humour and singing voice, being a day person, and always trying to help others.  
She says she is loud, cautious, friendly, and active.  Quinell’s wish for the world is that there 
were no H1N1.  Her favourite movie or TV character is Hannah Montana, because she loves her 
singing.  Her favourite family activity is Christmas, because she likes presents and spending time 
with her family.  If Quinell could go anywhere in the world, she would go to the beach in 
Mexico.  When she grows up, she would like to be a hairdresser. 

Our Student of the Week this week is Charity. Charity also describes herself as having a 
good sense of humour and singing voice, being a day person, and always trying to help others.  
She says she is quiet, cautious, a loner, and active.  Charity’s wish for the world is that she could 
go all around it!  Her favourite movie or TV character is Hannah Montana, because she is a pop 
star.  Her favourite family activity is car rides, because they are fun.  If Quinell could go 
anywhere in the world, she would go to Halifax.  When she grows up, she would like to be a 
ballerina. 

 Congratulations to Erica, Charity, Tyrell, Quinell and Xanel who received their Copper 
Award since last report.  They have each earned more than 50 Personal Effort Points.  
Congratulations also to Melissa, who received her Silver Award for 75 points! 
 

 
Props Needed for the Christmas Concert 

 
Straw brooms Sombreros   Ponchos 
Mexican skirts   Beach Sarongs 

 



A NIGHT IN BETHLEHEM 
DATE: Friday and Saturday, December 4 & 5, 2009 
TIME: 6-9pm ( Doors will not open until 6 pm) 
PLACE: Oyen Crossroads Centre 
1100 Main Street, Oyen, AB 
 
NO CHARGE – A DONATION TO THE OYEN FOOD BANK WOULD BE APPRECIATED 
 
This is a hands-on Holy Land experience for the whole family. It is an evening of re-enactment 
of Christmas night in the city of Bethlehem. You will sign in for the Census, visit the market 
place, complete with many shops such as leather making, metal works, perfume, bakery, etc. 
with the highlight being the living Nativity Scene. There will be am opportunity for your family 
to dress in Biblical times and have a souvenir photo taken. 
This production is very unique and a wonderful way to bring the Christian meaning of Christmas 
to our homes and lives. 
A Night in Bethlehem is sponsored by the Oyen Ministerial Association and other sponsors.  
Please allow 1 to 11/2 hours to fully participate.  
 
 
 
Coats for Kids 
Oyen Public School is collecting clean,  
gently used coats and blankets (any size)  
for donation to the Mustard Seed in Calgary. 
You can drop off items at the school office.  
Deadline for drop off December 18th  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LATE NIGHT SHOPPING AND SOCIALIZING  
AT THE OYEN CURLING RINK 

 
Thursdays December 3rd, 10th and 17th from 4-9pm 

 
Tupperware, Epicure, Creative Memories, Avon, Baking, 

Jewellery, Candles and much more 
Great Gift Ideas and Stocking Stuffers!! 

Lounge will be open. 
Come on Down!!! 

 



Book Club 
 
The Junior High book club finished reading their novel “The Boy in The 
Striped Pajamas” and watched the movie to end off this segment.  The 
book and the movie presented many opportunities for discussion.  The 
students felt that the movie did not follow the book as closely as was 

expected, but it did a good job of showing the attitude that was prevalent during the war towards 
the Jewish people.  The students could not believe that anyone could be hated for being different 
and in particular for being Jewish. Even though this was a difficult selection to read I feel that 
the students may have a little bit better understanding of the situation during the war and how 
lucky we are to be living in the here and now.   Book club will resume in January. 
 
The Grade 4/5/6 book club has also finished their novel.  The students, particularly the younger 
ones, found this story very distressing.  We spent a lot of time discussing what was happening in 
the book as the story progressed.  Once again the students had a very difficult time with the 
concept of this story.  They were expecting a happy ending, instead they received a realistic 
ending.  We will be having our windup on Wednesday, December the 9th.  The students have 
chosen to watch the movie Inkheart and we will be starting right after school.  Students may 
bring snacks to the movie.  A permission slip will be sent home with the students on Friday. 
Book club will resume in January with a new book “Among the Hidden.” 
 
I chose these books on the Holocaust theme because I wanted the students to really think about 
how lucky they are to live where we live and in the time we live. 
 

Oyen Public School would like to acknowledge our Safety 
Patrollers 2009-10. Thank you for the important service you 

provide to help keep our students safe!! 
 

Back row: Dylan James, Sheldon Snell, Simon Ly, Alexandra Mitchell, Payten Materi, Kallie Caskey, 
Darbi Olds 
Middle row: Nicholas Scory, Ben Smith, Jacob Breum, Vincent Vanstone, Dylan Berg, Rebekka Petkau 
Front Row: Brooke Robertson, Lize-Mari Bouwer, Brian James, Jaylene Snell,  
Leader/Supervisor Mrs. Polk 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Jacob Breum 
Patroller of the Month 

for October 

Oyen Public School Christmas Concert 
December 15th 

1:00pm and 7:00pm in the OPS Gym 
 
This year’s concert will include a K-6 production of the musical “Once on a 
Housetop” as well as performances by the Junior High Band and individual 
numbers  by various students who are taking lessons from Mr. and Mrs. Orr.  
Santa will also be stopping by in the evening.  
 

Come and Let us entertain you as we spread some Christmas Cheer. 
Everyone Welcome! 

 
A donation to the Food Bank would be appreciated.  

  

Congratulations to Lize-Mari Bouwer 
Patroller of the month 

for November 

Piano to Give Away 
Contact Leeaire LeMesurier 

403-664-9117 

Poinsettia Orders 
 
Arriving at the school on  
Tuesday, December 8th @ 2:00pm 
If you are out of town please make 
arrangements for someone to have your 
order picked up on this day. 
In town orders will be delivered.  

 

 




