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From the Principal’s Desk 
 

 Oyen Public has been a very busy and exciting building the last couple of weeks.  The staff would like 
to thank all parents who attended interviews.  Your support in your son/daughter’s education is a very 
important element in the learning process. If you missed your interview please contact the homeroom teacher 
to set up a new date.   
 The parent council held a meeting on Monday, October 19 which was very well attended.  It is great to 
see all the parental support at meetings.  Remember as parents this is an opportunity to let the school know 
what you think is going well, and areas that could use improvement.  The next meeting will be held on 
Monday, January 11. 
 The sports teams were busy last weekend with Mr. Beynon’s team in Three Hills.  They played well 
and finished fourth.  Mr. Simmon’s team was in Consort where they won the tournament.  Mrs. Stober and the 
girls travelled to Hanna for their tournament.  The girls were also victorious and won the tournament.   Way to 
go teams. 
 Book club is running very smoothly once again this year.  Thanks to Mrs. Diakow and Mrs. Robertson 
for organizing and running the club.  The grade 4/5/6 students are reading “The Devil’s Arithmetic” and the 
junior high students are reading “The Boy in Stripped Pajamas.”  Once they have finished reading the novels 
they are going to watch the movie.  The grade 1/2/3 book club will begin after Halloween. 
 The band and music programs are progressing very well along with the private music lessons.  Mr. and 
Mrs. Orr would like to invite all parents to stop in and listen to the band.  They are working towards having a 
performance ready for the Christmas Concert. 
 Congratulations to Simon Ly who is “School Safety Patroller of the Month” for September. 
Remember that the speed limit in front of the school is 30 km/hr.  We have had some reports of vehicles 
travelling a lot faster than the speed limit.  We need to work together in order to help keep our students safe.  
 The staff at Oyen Public would like to wish everyone an exciting and safe Halloween experience.  If 
you find that you get more candy than you can eat Mrs. Peterson likes sour gummies, and Mr. Duchscherer 
likes peanut butter cups. 
 
 

Yours in Education, 
  
 

Jason Duchscherer 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



Machell’s Mirror 
 

 
 It’s time for another newsletter already!  What do we see through “Machell’s 
Mirror” this week?  Another visit from Zero the Hero and Decimal Dot has come and 
gone – on the 30th day of school – October 15th.  This time, the courageous duo received 

treats from us!  Zero the Hero received an eraser with zeros on it, and Decimal Dot 
received one with dots.  We, of course, received a zero treat – lifesavers.  Today is the 36th 

day of school already!  The year is more than 1/6th complete.  As they say, time flies when 
you’re having fun. 

 More fairy tales and folk tales have led to a lot of activities.  The children have been acting out the 
story of “The Three Little Pigs”, and we managed to get ‘the big bad wolf’ in a garbage can a couple of times!  
We had the story of “The Gingerbread Man” and Jan Brett’s “Gingerbread Baby”.   We watched a video of 
Jan Brett drawing the gingerbread baby, and reading her story.  The children made gingerbread man glyphs 
(like graphs with a legend), and also graphed the results of their glyphs.  They used little gingerbread man 
cookies to add and subtract to nine, and then used the nine gingerbread men to make a repeating pattern, 
which we photographed. 
 Another story we have been working on is “The Bremen-Town Musicians” retold from the Brothers 
Grimm.  I visited Bremen several times, as it was close to where we lived in Germany.  In the town center is a 
statue of the four animals, and it is considered luck to touch the donkey’s hoof and nose.  These places are 
well worn on the statue.  We have been working on a play of this story, along with several songs. 
 Other stories since last report have been “Seven at One Blow” with giants and a brave and clever little 
tailor, and Rapunzel (brought in by Treyle). 
 Yesterday, I brought in a large pumpkin, and we acted out the story of “The Stubborn Pumpkin”, a 
takeoff of “The Enormous Tunip”, another traditional tale. Before this, we each had a go at holding it, as it 
weighed 8 kg!  We cleaned the pumpkin to discover it had no seeds!  Mrs. Stammers went to the store and got 
another one which had enough seeds for us to count.  We counted two groups of 100, 4 groups of 10, and 9 
extra ones:  200 plus 40 plus 9 = 249 seeds.  When it comes to seeds, they don’t make pumpkins like they 
used to!  Today, we tasted the pumpkin seeds roasted and salted. 
 Our Student of the Week last week was Erica.  Erica has a lot of favourite animals (does she know 
what the word ‘favourite’ means?):  a dog, horse, cow, fish, dolphin, and cat.  She admires her whole family, 
and likes the SMART Board at school.  Erica says she does Art well, and that her favourite book is “Too 
Many Books”.  I can relate to that title!  Her favourite food is steak, and her wish is to have a horse. 
 This week, our Student of the Week is Melissa.  She too has trouble picking one favourite animal, and 
listed a cat, dog, and hamster as hers.  Melissa admires her mom and dad, and says pizza is her favourite food.  
She should enjoy hot lunch today!  Her favourite book is “The Littlest Pet Shop”, and at school she likes her 
new teacher (Hooray!).  She says she is good at Art, and wishes to be a millionaire! 
 Congratulations to Hayden, Tyrell, Treyle, Quinell, Daniel, Charity, Stacie, and Xanel for receiving 
their Bronze Awards!  Once everyone receives theirs, a class reward awaits! 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 




