
  OYEN PUBLIC SCHOOL 
EAVESDROPPER 

March 4, 2010 

 
From the Principal’s Desk 

  
 Oyen Public has being a very busy and exciting place since the return from spring break.  There are 
many activities going on at the school that are keeping all students busy. 

Both the junior high boys and girls’ basketball teams qualified to represent the Acadia region in the 
South Central Zone Championship.  The boys will play in Carbon this weekend, and the girls play in Brooks.  
We would like to wish both teams luck. Play hard and represent your school with pride and sportsmanship.  
 Mini basketball has also started for grades 4, 5, and 6.  The dates for the tournaments have been set as 
Tuesday, March 23 and Tuesday, March 30.  We look forward to another successful year of mini ball. 
 The school choir is practicing hard and improving with each and every practice.  I had a chance to 
listen to them this week and they sound awesome.  Our BLAST group is busy trying to make improvements 
around the school.  They are looking at adding some ashtrays to the schoolyard to help eliminate the cigarette 
butts that are on the school grounds.  Hearts for Haiti is busy trying to raise money.  They recently worked at 
the figure skating carnival where they had their table set up.  Book club is running weekly with a number of 
participants taking part.  Also many students are participating in the noon hour intramural program.  With all 
this happening there is never a dull moment at OPS. 

Our school website can be found at oyenschool.com.  The website contains a lot of information about 
the school.  There is a calendar with all the upcoming events, an athletics page, extra curricular page, along 
with most other information parents need to know.  Some teachers also post the class homework on the page.  
This is a very valuable communication link between the school and parents.   
 Reminder that Monday, March 8 will be the next parent council meeting.  Please see the agenda on 
page 5 for an outline of the meeting.  Also, report cards will be going home on Wednesday, March 17.  
Students will then have March 18/19 off as the OPS staff will be participating in two days of professional 
development.  This gives the staff an opportunity to further their education, and a chance to attend workshops 
that are of interest to them.   
 

Yours in Education, 
 

Mr. Jason Duchscherer 
 

 
 
School Council Meeting  
Monday, March 8th @7:00pm  
In the grade 8 room.   
 

No School March 18th and 19th 
Staff Professional Development Days 

  



 
Hearts for Haiti Continues to make a 
difference at Oyen Public School  
 
Penny Drive for Haiti – Oyen Public 
School along with SCHS and 
Assumption School are collecting pennies for Haiti. 
March 1st – April 15th. OPS collection jug is in the 
hallway in front of the office.  

 
February , 2010 
 
Dear Students/Parents 
 
There is a group of students at Oyen Public School called Hearts for Haiti. We are a  
group in the school raising money to help the situation in Haiti. We have been doing  
quite well with the fundraising that we have already been doing, which is going door- 
to-door, and having donation buckets set up at the hockey arena and curling rinks.  
 
It is the rainy season in Haiti, and they need help now, more that ever. We would like  
to try  weekly bake sales to try and raise money. If any students are interested in  
bringing in baking that would be greatly appreciated. However, this is optional and  
students only need to bring items if the choose. The grade 9’s will be the first grade  
to bring in items and the bake sale will take place on March 3rd, 2010. If you have  
any questions or concerns, you can contact the school at (403)-664-3733. Thank-you for  
your support. 
 
Sincerely;  
 
 
 
 
Hayley Rosenau 
 
Following Bake Sale Dates will be held on: 
March 10, 2010-Grade 7’s and 8’s 
March 17, 2010-Grade 5’s and 6’s 
March 24, 2010-Grade 4’s 
March 31, 2010-Grade 3’s 
April 12, 2010-ECS, Grade 1’s and 2’s 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An Irish wish for a Friend 
 
Wishing you a rainbow  
For sunshine after showers- 
Miles and miles of Irish smiles  
For golden happy hours- 
Shamrocks at your doorway 
For luck and laughter too, 
And a host of friends that never ends 
Each day your whole life through!  
 

March  Friday 
Lunch Schedule 

 
March 5th – Hotdog Day 
March 12th – Pizza Day 
March 19th – No School   
March 26th – Subway Lunch   

March Birthday Wishes Go Out To  
 

March 1 Kelsie Battrum 
  Avalon Hauck 
March 2 Mrs. Sanderson 
March 6 Jasmin Reimer 
March 7 Dylan Berg 
  Vincent Vanstone 
  Liliana Yanez 
March 9 Tyrell Ford 
March 14 Jennifer Dick 
  Brock Wilson 
March 23 Rachel Smigelski 
March 27 Kiarra Dziatkewich 
  Carter Hittel 

Hanging Basket Fundraiser 
 
Oyen Public School is selling hanging baskets (from Oyen 
Greenhouses) for $30 per basket. Baskets will come in your choice of 
Supertunia or Geraniums, no choice of color. Baskets will be ready 
for pickup from the school the week of May 25th. Order Sheets must 
be returned to the school by Thursday, March 11th.  



 
 
  

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Communities in Action  
Is pleased to present the movie 

Fantastic Mr. Fox  
At Assumption School 
Friday, March 5, 2009 

Doors open: 6:45 pm 
Rated:  PG 

Admission $3.00/person or $10.00/family 
An evening of entertainment for the Whole Family!!  

Concession booth!  
Popcorn!!  Fun!!  Family!!  

 
ATTENTION ALL MALE BASEBALL PLAYERS  

12-14 YEARS OLD 
 
Are you interested in playing provincial ball? There are a few 
options that we can look at this year. 
 
 1. Alberta Baseball Bantam Competitive League – All 1995 and 1996 boys. Starts 
May or June. If we start in June we will not get a chance at Tier1. 5-7 weekends could 
be anywhere in Alberta. Ends the last weekend in July. We need 11 players to make 
a team.  
2. Little League Junior Team. May 1/95 – Dec 31/97 birth dates. Starts mid June and 
ends August long weekend. 3-4 weekends primarily in southern Alberta. Again need 
11, max 12 players for a team.  
 
Please call Cal or Tracey by March 21 and let us know so we can get registrations in 
by due dates. Thanks! Call 403-664-2584. As with the last 2 years this letter will be 
sent to surrounding communities and try-outs will be advertised and held if needed.  
 
 
 
 

 Piano Tuner coming back to Oyen area.  
Call Cheryl Getz if you are interested  
in booking an appointment 403-664-2675  
 
 



OPS BOYS/GIRLS WIN DIVISIONALS 
 
On the afternoon of February 23, Oyen Public School hosted teams from 
Acadia Valley and New Brigden in the annual playoff for our Acadia Ward 
Basketball Divisional Tournament with the winner moving on to represent the 
Acadia Ward in Zones.  
The boys played both Acadia Valley and New Brigden winning both games. 
86-62 vs Acadia Valley and 119 – 28 vs New Brigden. The boys move on to 
zones which will be held in Carbon on March 5&6.  
The girls played New Brigden and won 50-32 and will also advance to Zones 
to the zone championship which will be held in Brooks March 5/6 weekend.  

 
  

 
Oyen Public School Council Agenda 

March 8/2010 at 7 pm 
At Oyen Public School 

1) Call to order: 
2) Attendance: 
3) Approval of agenda: 
4) Approval of the minutes of last meeting dated January 25/2010 
5) Business arising from last meeting  

   A) Kids cooking class is it organized to go  
    B) Do we still need supplies for kids cooking class e.g. knives 
    C) Play ground maintenance-- Tabled until spring 

           D) What has happened with field trip suggestions? 
           E)  Positive Playground   
            F) Different options for junior high 
           G) Microwaves in Junior high end 
           H) Garbage of Grade 7 room after lunch time 
           I)  Opinions on school entrance appearance 
           J) What would parents like to see that parent council can work on?   
  
6) New Business:            
  A)  Presentation Relay for Life at 7:30 
                  B)  Fundraising Issues 
                  C) All executive positions are coming open in May at our annual meeting please consider making a difference in 
our school and fill one of the three positions available: President, Vice president, and Secretary 
           
 7) Reports 

A) Principal  
B) Board Member  
C) Oyen Fundraising Society 

  8) Next Meeting Date  
 
9) Adjournment 

 
 
 

 
NOTE: Fundraising Society meeting will follow the school council meeting  

 



      Machell’s Mirror 
 

It is now the 110th day of school.  Zero the Hero, and Decimal Dot have been visiting 
every day since the 100th day of school, as there has been a zero in the tens place for the 

numbers 101 to 109, and today, a zero in the ones place!  It has been difficult to think of 
different challenges to do in 101 to 110 seconds. 

The 100th day of school was a great success, according to Mrs. White, who filled in for me that day.  
The children brought an impressive array of projects for the 100th day: 

a cake with 100 candles and a cake shaped like 100 – Xanel 
100 loonies for Hearts for Haiti – Charity 
100 pictures of things she likes doing as a collage – Quinell 
a chart with 100 stickers in groups of ten inside a large 100 – Melissa 
100 items for the food bank – Hayden 
a 100 year-old jar with 100 wishes inside – Erica 
100 maple leafs on a chart – just in time for the Olympics! – Treyle 
100 unusual and weird words, complete with definitions – Daniel 
100 mini-stickers – Tyrell 
a necklace with 100 Cheerios in groups of ten and a raintube with 100 Alphabits inside – Stacie 

We have some pretty amazing kids in our grade two class to come up with all of these different things! 
 Most of the children also came dressed how they thought people would dress 100 years from now.  
Mrs. Stammers took pictures for posterity.  They all shared 100 small treats they had brought for snack.  They 
also sorted 100 Smarties by colours, counted them, and recorded the amounts of the colours on a 100 chart.  
They are now in the process of graphing these amounts. 
 To go along with our Sea theme, we have looked at how quickly 125 mL of water evaporates in 
different shapes of containers.  We are trying this in six different containers, and in a container with plastic 
wrap on top.  The children made their predictions, and now we are leaving nature to do its work.  The water is 
all gone from two of the containers already.  We have also made predictions about whether objects will float 
or sink, and then checked our predictions.  Using tiles and plastic lids, we experimented with how to place a 
load to balance it in water, and thus carry the most tiles.  The children found that it was best to put the tiles 
everywhere, being careful to balance the load as it was put on.  Stacking the tiles also helped. 
 This week, the children made predictions as to what type of fabric or material would absorb the most 
water.  We checked these predictions, and will be graphing and analyzing the results.  All of the children 
guessed that the “Sham Wow” would absorb the most, and they were correct! 

Here are some more daily jokes and riddles relating to the sea.:  
What is quicker than a fish?  The one who catches it. 
What is worse than seeing a shark’s fins?  Seeing its tonsils. 
Why are fish so smart?  Because they travel in schools. 
When does a boat show affection?  When it hugs the shore. 
Why is travel by boat the cheapest way of getting around?  Because boats run on water. 
What vegetable is dangerous to have in a boat?  A leek. 
What is H,I,J,K,L,M,N,O?  The formula for water H to O. 
What runs, but never gets out of breath?  Water. 
 
In Math, the children are working with addition using place value blocks, as well as work with the 100 

chart, and our daily numbers. 
 Our Student of the Week last week was Daniel.  Daniel brought in a cardboard bos, because he likes 
playing with boxes.  He put a hammer in the box, because he likes building stuff.  A slipper was included 
because “slippers warm your feet and love warms his heart”.  His stuffed “Mousie” was also included because 
his mom got it for him when he was four.  Mousie wears a little housecoat and PJs! 



 This week, Melissa is our Student of the Week.  She covered her box with paper that had flowers, 
butterflies, ladybugs, and cats on it, because she likes those things.  Inside her box, she had a mother cat and 
kitten, the kitten being like her cat.  She had the goggles she wears when she goes swimming in Red Deer.  
For something she no longer likes, she included her Pokemon cards.  A picture of her grandfather was 
included, because she misses him.  There was also a picture of herself at Disneyland with her family, and 
herself as a baby.  
 Congratulations go out to Daniel and Stacie for receiving their Silver Award for 75 Personal Effort 
Points earned.  All of the children have now received their Silver Award, and chose a movie as their reward.  
They watched “Bedknobs and Broomsticks”. We also have two more Gold Award winners!  Hayden and 
Treyle have each earned 100 points. 
 
 
 

MY CANADA IS... 
Canadian Heritage is pleased to announce the official launch of the  

 
CANADA DAY POSTER CHALLENGE 2010 

 
Each year, students aged 5 to 18 are invited to take part in the Canada Day Poster Challenge by 
designing a theme-based poster that illustrates their pride in Canada and in being Canadian. This 

year's theme is My Canada is...   
 

Your poster design could win you great prizes including becoming the official poster for Celebrate 
Canada!  

 
The deadline for submissions is March 15, 2010.  

 
LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION!  

And, new this year is an exciting new video contest! You will have a chance to get behind the 
camera by creating a video with the theme: My Canada is...  

For more information, visit the Poster Challenge website or contact the Canadian Heritage Enquiry 
Centre toll free by phone or email:  

 
http://www.posterchallenge.pch.gc.ca  

 
1-866-811-0055  

mailto:info@pch.gc.ca 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Good Luck to the boys’ and girls’ basketball 
teams who are competing in zones this weekend!! 



Two Hundred Acts of Kindness for the Hundredth Day of School 
Two children in the grade two class at Oyen Public School made a very charitable choice for 
their hundredth day of school  (February 11) project.  Hayden Kulyk, son of Brad and Shanna 
Kulyk of Buffalo, collected 100 items to donate to the Food Bank here in Oyen.  Family, 
including his parents and grandparents, helped him gather up a wide variety of non-perishable 
items to donate.  Charity Logan, daughter of Jerry and Marcy Logan of Oyen, collected 100 
loonies to donate to “Hearts for Haiti”.  Some of these loonies came from her own piggy 
bank!  Others were collected from family members, including her parents and grandparents.  
The school is very proud of these children and their families for choosing to make their 
hundred day project a ‘giving’ one.  What an excellent example to set for following years! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hayden Kulyk is surrounded by boxes containing the 100 items he collected for the Food 
Bank as a hundredth day of school project. 
 
Charity Logan presents Hailey Rosenau of the “Hearts for Haiti” school group with the 100 
loonies she collected as her hundredth day of school project.  Also in the picture (from left to 
right):  Shelby Oates, Presley Peacock, Kira Smigelski, Patti Machell (grade two teacher). 
 

  



 
2nd Trek for Tourette’s  

Important weather update: 
Snow, Sleet, Hail, Rain, Fog,  

Clouds, Sun is expected. 
Since Tourette Syndrome is unpredictable,  

the TS event of the year is, too. 
March 21, 2010 in Oyen, AB 

If you would like to know more, make a donation or help/participate please contact 
Tracy Hudson @ 403-664-3098 
Or by email  labluegirl74@hotmail.com 
Facebook Group -  Come Trek in 2010 for Tourette's in OYEN, AB 
If you would like to support this cause there is a pledge form located in the main office 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

“Respect in Sport” is Canada’s only on-line bullying, abuse, harassment and neglect 
prevention program for coaches and community leaders. Founded in 2004 by partners Wayne 
McNeil, and former NHL hockey player Sheldon Kennedy, Respect in Sport has been 
developed in consultation with the Canadian Red Cross to protect youth, inform leaders, and 
mitigate an organization's liability. 

  Communities In Action had the privilege to bring ex- NHL player Sheldon Kennedy and 
his program “Respect In Sport” to our community on April 1st 2009. Since then many local 
volunteer coaches and activity leaders have completed the 3 hour online Respect in Sport 
program, ensuring safety and enjoyment for all participants.  If you registered for the program 
but have not yet completed it, please do so as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
participate in this on-line program please call Communities in Action Coordinator, Sheila 
Flemmer, at 403-664-2255 to register.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
WEBINARS FOR TEACHERS AND PARENTS 
 
What is a webinar? Short for web-based seminar, a webinar is a presentation, lecture, workshop or 
seminar that is transmitted over the web. The key feature of a webinar is its interactive elements -- 
the ability to give, receive and discuss information, typically through slide show presentations, 
streaming video, VoIP, whiteboard and text chat. 
 
**All you need is a computer and a headset! You can participate from home, school, or your 
office. Once you register online, you will be provided with the login information you require 
to take part in these learning opportunities. 
 
∗ 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm 
 
∗Please log on at 4:00 pm to do your mic & speaker test! 
 
∗Cost: $20 
 
∗To register: http://199.216.220.20/ei4/getdemo.ei?id=15022&s=_2440VJFYS 
 
Student Internet Safety-What Teachers and Parents Should be 
Demonstrating and Teaching K-12 with Pat Bohnet 
 
 
Web Awareness for Parents and Teachers of Children - Ages 4 - 12 
with Pat Bohnet 
 
Monday, April 12, 2010 
ABOUT THE SESSION: 
Are you aware where your child/student has been accessing information from the internet? Is the 
information they have accessed valid or true? Do you know the contacts that they have in MSN, 
Facebook, and others? Did you know the internet is a common method for bullying? This session 
will provide you with the necessary information to start good digital citizenship practices using the 
internet and how to demonstrate good safe internet practices in your home and classroom. The 
resource "Growing with the Net - A developmental Approach to Children's Internet Use (Ages 4- 
12)" from the Media Awareness Network will be used for this session. 
 
ABOUT THE FACILITATOR: 
Pat Bohnet is a trained Elluminate administrator for the ARPDC. Pat has been in charge of training 
and working with all CTS Elluminate moderators and is now designated as the provincial  
ARPDC Elluminate Manager. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 




