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From the Principal’s Desk

I hope everyone had a great Christmas break and were able to get lots of rest and
relaxation. The school has been very busy since the return of all the students. We would like to
start with some recognition of accomplishments by students. Congratulations to the boys’
basketball team on their third place finish at the Bassano tournament. We also have some
awesome artists in the school, and they showed their skills in the Legion poster contest.
Congratulations to Shelby Oates for winning second prize in the black and white intermediate
category. Brittany Hogan received first place in the junior color poster category, and Kiarra
Dziatkewich placed first in the primary color poster category.

Thank you’s go out to Paul Dumonowski for removing the snow off the basketball pad,
and to Sherry Bamber for organizing the billets and supper for the Saskatchewan Express
performers. The performance will go January 28 at 1:15 PM and all parents are welcome to
attend.

Miss Gardner, Mrs. Bamber and the BLAST team attended a conference in Sundre last
weekend and had a great time. The team represented our school very well. They came back
excited and full of ideas. The BLAST team works to reduce the tobacco use among youth and
encourages everyone to live a more vibrant and healthy life. We look forward to the activities
they are going to do with the rest of the school to teach us about the negative health effects of
tobacco.

The fad pad will be running a homework help day from 3:30 — 6:00pm in the OPS
library, starting Wednesday, January 20th. Homework days will continue to run on following
Wednesdays as long as students are using the services. Also, a reminder that there is open gym
badminton on Mondays at 7:00 PM. Thank you to Terry Link for looking after this.

Some reminders to parents: Grade 4-6 ski trip will take place on Friday, January 29.
There is a parent council meeting on Monday, January 25 at 7:00 at the school. We would love
to see you at the meeting. Finally, please support our school safety patrollers by parking your
vehicles at least 5 meters away from the crosswalk. Also, if you are crossing the street please
use the crosswalk.

Yours in Education, NOTE: 2" Date Change

Mr. Jason Duchscherer

Parent Council Meeting
Monday, January 25"
7:00pm at OPS
Fundraising Society
Meeting to Follow!




ECS UPDATE

We have nicely settled back into routine, but it is still incredible that we have already been in
class for two weeks in 2010!" Happy New Year!!

Thank you so much for all the thoughtful and interesting gifts for Christmas. Congratulations
once again to all the participants in the Christmas concert for a job well done.

On the last day before Christmas we made latkes as we had learned a little bit about Hanukah in
the Christmas play. We really appreciate Mrs. Evens’ Ukrainian heritage and help with this
project. The majority liked the taste and chose applesauce or sour cream to have on them. We
also made reindeer antlers that looked really unique and cute. The students had an awesome
time with the gift exchange.

Skating is going very well and all the parent help is much appreciated. Parents and younger
siblings are welcome to join us. We will skate every Tues. 12:45-1:45 until February break.
Mrs. Shirley Foot will be subbing for me on Wed. Jan. 20™ and Wed. Jan. 27", There is no
Kindergarten on Thurs. Jan. 21% but there is Kindergarten on Thurs. Jan. 28" so that we
can see The Saskatchewan Express perform. We will have three consecutive Kindergarten
days that week.

All students need a 2L carton ASAP.

We have opened the listening centre and the puppet centre. Thanks to Mrs. Evens for making
the new playdough.

Thanks to Mrs. Trotchie, Paris and Alara for bringing in Carlos, the “teacup” pot-bellied pig.
The students loved petting him and it was wonderful to learn about his habits.

Please phone the school if your child is absent. Also, please write a note in his/her agenda if
after school plans have changed.

We are starting some different projects during class time starting next week so the agenda page
for the week should be completed at home.

Each student should have a water bottle to reduce the chance of spreading germs from the water
fountain.

Home-reading is going well. Your child should return his/her home-reader every Kindergarten
day after it has been read at home so they can get a new one. Thanks for helping your child get a
good start on reading.

Curling Schedule Parent / Teacher Interviews
Gr. 5-9 upcoming
February 2" and 4™
Gr.5/6-Jan. 18, 21, 22, 25, 27, 28, Feb. 1, 4,5 - Junior high interviews will be
Gr.7- Jan. 22, 29, Feb. 5, 6 drop-in
Gr.8-Jan. 20, 22, 27, 29, Feb. 3,5 - Elementary interviews will be
Gr.9a-Jan.21, 22, 28, 29, Feb. 4,5 scheduled.
Gr.9b-Jan. 20, 22, 27, 29, Feb. 3,5 If you have a preferred time or
date please contact Mrs. Peterson.
Basketball Fees
are now due

$70/player.




January Birthday Wishes Par_er_lts are invited to come
January 2"  Ryder Duffield join us at OPS for the
January 4™  Garett Symes Saskatchewan Express
January 5™  Cheryl Breum Performance
January 14™  Gavin Logan Come and see some of the top young
January 16™  Chris Tucker A- musical performers from across the

th . N Yy province!
January 19fh Keatan Dick - v, 7 January 28" at 1:15pm in the OPS
January 24™  Alana Holland , , A% gym.

January 26™  Grady Wilson /(@) (®
January 28™M  Erica Wright j Thank you to Fred and Nicky Beynon,

) Gerald and Deb Pearen, Fern and Larr
January 315"  Bryce Hittel Y

. Gillespie, and Craig and Siew Lin Polk
January 31° Joel Snell for billeting the troupe!

Band and Music Class
CHANGE OF DATE

Music Recital
February 9" and 10"
Mr. Orr is finalizing the details for this event and we will have a
schedule out next week. Because of busy schedules students are
unable to commit to a Saturday recital, so Mr. Orr has decided to
invite parents to watch students perform during regular classes.

Esplanade Festival of Arts in Medicine Hat
May 28" and 29"

Students who are performing at this event will be asked to attend
on Friday, May 28"
Details will follow!

f\  Grades 1 & 2 Skating Friday Lunches January

January 15™ — Pizza Lunch
January 22" — Hotdog lunch

Every Wednesday 1:25-2:10 for

January and the first 2 weeks of Parent Helpers — Shari Muzyka
February. Any parents that could Connie Heath
help tie skates would be greatly January 29" — Subway Day
appreciated!
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