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What a fantastic Christmas performance the students and staff of OPS put on this year.  Both the 
students and staff have worked very hard over the last few weeks to get the show ready.  I would like to 
thank everyone for their help with the show.  First to the students it is awesome to see all your abilities 
you have in the acting and singing departments.  I really enjoyed both performances this year.  To the 
teachers and TA’s thank you for all your planning and decorating for the concert.  You can be proud of 
how you brought all the students together.  To all the remaining staff thank you for helping set up the 
gym, making programs, and helping with all the other odds and ends that go with a Christmas Concert.  A 
big thank you also goes out to Santa for coming and joining us, and the parent council for sponsoring and 
making the treat bags.  Thanks for all your support in the first half of the year. 
 To the band you can truly be proud of all that you have accomplished in the past few months.  
You sound awesome and I can’t wait to hear you again.  I am looking forward to the open house on 
February 6.  Keep up the great work. 
 The junior high students had their banquet on Thursday and the staff and students would like to 
thank all the parents for bringing in the food.   You help make this a very special event in our school year 
after year.  Also thank you to all the parents who have brought in treats and well wishes for the staff.   
 After this last cold week we need to go over the closing policy of the school.  If it is -40 with the 
wind chill the school will close.  The announcement will be made on Q91 radio in Drumheller.  As well, 
an announcement will be posted on the school web page.  Bus cancellations will also be posted on the 
web page as well as the radio.   
 The school will be hosting Saskatchewan Express on January 28 at 1:15 PM.  They are a musical 
group who comes highly recommended.  All parents are welcome to attend the event.  We are looking for 
billets for the performers for the night of January 27.  You would need to pick up the performers when 
they arrive at the school give them supper on the 27th and breakfast on the 28th.  If you are interested, 
Sherry Bamber is looking after the billets.  Thank you Sherry for your help on this project.   
 Mr. and Mrs. Beynon will be taking in the coats that were donated this year.  Thanks to everyone 
who donated and to the Beynon family for delivering them.  Also thank you to all the families that 
donated to the food bank during the food bank drive and at the concert. 
 On behalf of the staff at OPS I would like to wish you a great holiday season, and we look 
forward to working with you again in the new year.  Merry Christmas from OPS. 
  
 
Yours In Education, 
 
 
 
Jason Duchscherer 

 
 
 

  



 
 

Gymnastics Classes 
The Cactus Gym Club will be holding a 12 week 
gymnastics program starting January 23, 2010 at the 
Bindloss School Gym. 
Ages 3+   Cost is $75 per child for the 12 week session  
 
Classes will be held on Saturday’s and the instructor will be 
coming from SALTA in Medicine Hat. 
 
Please register by January 6th with  
Amanda 403-565-3698 
Tammy 403-379-2237 
 

Book Club 
The Grade 1-3 book club had their windup for 
their novel When Santa Fell to Earth on December 
9 at noon.  The students really enjoyed reading 
this novel and had fun discussing it with Mrs. 
Robertson every Friday during noon.  For the 
windup we divided the students into two groups, 
one group decorated gingerbread man cookies and 
the second group decorated a gingerbread boy 
ornament to hang on their Christmas tree.  Hot 
chocolate was served by Alana Holland and 
Samatha Hartemink. Thank you very much to 

these two students for helping.   The students enjoyed this fun activity as a 
way of ending book club until January.   From Mrs. Robertson and Mrs. 
Diakow we wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Safe and Happy New 
Year.   

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPS Band 
The OPS Band Bake sale took place at the Christmas Farmers Market. We raised 
$329.00. A huge thank you to parents, grandparents and students who provided 
baking and worked. Also, Thank you to Mrs. Berg for her donation of her 
wonderful salsa. We hope that you will enjoy the holidays and Merry Christmas to 
all of you. We appreciate all of the support that we have received form the 
community members this year.  
 
 
Skating Schedule Grade 5-9 
 
Grade 9B -  January 5, 6, 12, 13, 15, 16 
Grade 9A – January 5, 7, 8, 12, 14, 15 
Grade 8 – January 8, 15 
Grade 7 – January 4, 7, 11, 14 
Grade 5/6 – January 4, 7, 8, 11, 14, 15 
 
 
 
 

December Birthday Wishes 
 
December 2nd  Mrs. Polk  
December 3rd  Johan Bouwer 
December 5th  Charity Logan 
December 6th  Griffin Ball 
   Gabe Logan 
December 11th  Nicole Bodnaruk  
   Erin Cartwright 
December 12th  Stacie Holland 
   Jaylene Snell  
December 13th  Kaylee Dick 
   Vanessa Dick 
December 14th  Jade Stober 
December 17th  Kennedy Kuzmiski 
December 19th  Garrett Hauck 
December 22nd  Bethany Mitchell 
December 23rd  David Reimer 
December 24th  Mrs. Senkiw 
December 25th  Steven Chiliak 
December 30th  Nicholas Scory 
December 31st  Courtney Hunt 
 

 



 
 

ECS UPDATE 
 
Congratulations to all the OPS band, piano and violin students and elementary 
students, especially Kindergarten, on a wonderful Christmas concert.  We enjoyed 
having such a responsive audience.  Special thanks to Mrs. Machell for 
spearheading the musical and to all the staff for their behind the scenes 
contributions.  Great appreciation goes out to Mrs. Evens for all her assistance and 
to Chandra Mundt for making the beautiful angel costumes. If anyone has any 
concert photos, particularly Kindergarten, could you please email them to me at 
nicky.beynon@prrd.ab.ca 
The Kindergarten January calendar was sent home today. 
We have been so busy and we missed a day of school so we haven’t kept up with 
agenda pages.  It would be beneficial for your child to complete them at home.  
We’re looking forward to our post office tour today.  Parents, look for a special 
arrival in the mail. 
Remember skating on Tuesdays from Jan. 5th until Feb. break.  Helmets are 
mandatory and no sticks please. 
Each student requires a clean 2L milk carton as soon as possible  
Please have a safe and happy holiday – with the right amount of relaxation and 
family time – here’s hoping for good weather for travelling and outdoor fun! 
 
 
 
Curling Schedule 
Gr. 5-9 
 
Gr.5/6-Jan. 18, 21, 22, 25, 27, 28, Feb. 1, 4, 5 
Gr.7- Jan. 22, 29, Feb. 5, 6 
Gr.8-Jan. 20, 22, 27, 29, Feb. 3, 5 
Gr.9a-Jan.21, 22, 28, 29, Feb. 4, 5 
Gr.9b-Jan. 20, 22, 27, 29, Feb. 3, 5 

Junior High Ski Trip Friday, December 18th 
Please be at Oyen Public School by 6:45pm 




